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Force for Unity 


AR MORE IMPORTANT than the present size of the relief 
kK program of the World Council of Churches is what it sym- 
bolizes. It indicates that there is at last a spirit of Chris- 

tian unity which transcends both ecclesiastical and national 
divisions and which can express itself in united service. This has 
significance not only for the present program of relief and recon- 
struction but also for the whole struggle to establish any enduring 
world order. For we cannot hope for any permanent unity in 
the political or economic realms unless we can develop among all 
peoples a sense of oneness at the deepest level of life—the level of 
a common understanding of the meaning of our human existence. 
The United Nations organization is as yet only a skeleton. Can 
these bones live? Not in the long run, unless a new spirit can be 
breathed into them. That spirit is at work today in the Church, 
which is becoming more truly one world-wide fellowship in Christ. 
If the Church can manifest this spirit with sufficient power, 
it can be the greatest of all forces for the unity of mankind.— 
SAMUEL McCREA CAVERT, secretary of the Federal Council of 
Churches; in an address before the 86th General Assembly on “The Role 


of the Church in the Reconstruction of Europe.”’ 

















IN THIS ISSUE 





CHOOSE YOUR VERDICT THE 86TH ASSEMBLY 


By William B. Lampe —An Editorial 


OPEN DOORS 
Dy Jemes Mi. Fergesn CONCLUSION OF NEWS ACCOUNTS OF 


A CATHOLIC LAYMAN VIEWS MIXED ASSEMBLY ACTIONS 
MARRIAGES 


By Alexander E. Toth PREBYTERIAN, USA, ASSEMBLY ACTIONS 























Letters to the Editors 





Dr. Graham Wants Plan to Be Accomplished 





University in Japan 


To the Editors: 

I have recently read the statement made 
by Dr. John A. MacLean, minister of the 
Ginter Park Presbyterian Church in Rich- 
mond, proposing the raising of funds 
among Christian people in America for 
a suitable Christian enterprise in the 
Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagaski. 

I wish in my small way to support this 
Christian movement. I do this as one 
who from the beginning was an all-out 
supporter of America’s entrance into the 
war against Fascism and the Axis Powers. 
In capturing the power of the atom, we 
have captured nothing less than the 
energy and power of the universe. Just 
as the Italian and Iberian peninsulas were 
the home of the commercial revolution, 
and just as the little island of Britain 
was the home of the great industrial 
revolution, so America is the home of the 
atomic revolution. The bombs which fell 
on Hiroshima and Nagaski with the inner 
explosive physical power of the atom and 
the universe also fell on the conscience 
of mankind with the inner moral explosive 
power of man and the universe. America 
has a great moral responsibility in tak- 
ing the lead in giving fresh hopes to the 
hungry, stricken peoples of the earth as 
brothers of men and as sons of God in 
one cooperative world, we pray God, in 
our time. 

John A. MacLean is in his ministry and 
spirit a follower of Jesus, and we trust 
that Christian peoples will join in this 
movement. 


With best wishes to you and THE 


PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK in its for- 
ward-looking and deeply spiritual work 
in the strategic city of Richmond in this 
critical time. 

FRANK P. GRAHAM, President. 
The University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill. 


It Happened to Me 


To the Editors: 

Once I was “pinch-hitting” ona relig- 
ious broadcast for a brother minister 
who had become suddenly ill. The pro- 
gram was rather well-known, and was 
carried by a number of stations. It was 
also carefully organized and conducted. 
Having only a few hours’ notice, I was 
not entirely familiar with the “modus 
operandi” of the program. ’ 

As I was nearing the climax of my ser- 
mon, and also the end of my allotted time, 
the producer began giving me vigorous 
signals which I did not at all understand. 
In the confusion resulting from the trav- 
elling of my eye from the manuscript to 
the producer and back again, I made a 
somewhat unusua] mistake. I intended to 
say that the women in our churches, be- 
ing more earnest and zealous in church 
work than the men, are more subject to 
divisions among them. I said just the op- 
posite, and made the somewhat ridiculous 
statement that the men of the average 
church were more deeply in earnest and 
more zealous in their work than the wo- 
men. Since then wrath from far distant 
places has been descending in a “gentle” 
stream upon my innocent head. 


STUART R. OGLESBY. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





Ernest Trice Thompson 





Sunday School Classes Deserve the Best! 


During the July-September quarter, give your adult and older young 
people’s classes which use the International Uniform Lesson, the advantage 
of Dr. Thompson’s clear, practical expositions. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 13 N. 5th Street, Richmond 19, Va. 


Lessons will be on 


“JESUS INTERPRETS OLD 
TESTAMENT LAWS” 


Topics for July are: 

“The Law in Jesus’ Day” 

“Jesus and Supreme Loyalty to God” 
“Jesus and True Worship” 


“Jesus and Reverance for Spiritual 
Values” 


A file full of testimonials says: 


“DR. THOMPSON’S LESSONS ARE 
THE BEST WE HAVE EVER 
SEEN!” 


Send in your order today for 25, 
50, 100 copies to one address each 
week during the next quarter. Cash 
with order prices (or let us bill the 
Sunday school or church treasurer), 
25 per week for 13 weeks, $15.00; 
50 copies per week, $22.50; 100 
copies, $35.00. 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second clas 
under the act of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by 
Gtreet, Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 32,9483. 
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Policy of Patience 


To the Editors: 

May I impose upon your valuable space 
for a brief article regarding the very 
pertinent question of reunion with the 
Presbyterian Church, USA? As a “middle 
of the roader,” my vote was for the re- 
union, provided the overwhelming major- 
ity favored such a reunion. In your com- 
ments, you have classified us as “favor- 
ing the reunion”; this is hardly a fair 
classification, inasmuch as nearly 30 per 
cent have registered an unequivocal op- 
position. It is evident that such a large 
proportion of our church, and I am con- 
strained to believe that this opposition in- 
cludes many of our strongest and most 
conscientious members; some of us should 
be counted “Against.” 

Shortly after the “USA” church had ab- 
sorbed the “Cumberlands,” some thirty- 
eight or nine years ago, one of the min- 
isters of St. Louis Presbytery, USA, made 
the remark to some of us Southern Pres- 
byterian ministers, to the effect that un- 
less we of the Southern Church were prac- 
tically unanimous, he would be con- 
strained to oppose a reunion, notwith- 
standing his strong desire to see us al] 
in one great church again. His reason 
was, the un-Christian litigation over prop- 
erties of the “Cumberlands.” You have 
noted, doubtless, the agitation in several] 
presbyteries to safeguard the property 
interests of their several properties. 

We certainly do not desire to FORCE a 
reunion; nor will we participate any rid- 
ing roughshod over a conscientious minor- 
ity. 

When the Holy Spirit shall signify his 
gracious operation upon the membership 
of both churches, and shall bring us to- 
gether in the bonds of loving peace and 
unity, then the great day of reunion shal] 
have come! 

Perchance, our brethren of kindred faith 
and polity, the Associate Reformed, United 
Presbyterian, and the Reformed Churches, 
“US” and “USA” will join in a Spirit- 
motivated union to the glory of Christ 
Jesus. 


Cc. T. SQUIRES. 
Greenville, S. C. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—In our editorial sum- 
mary on this question (May 13) in which 
We outlined a policy which has attracted 
wide and favorable support throughout 
the church, we counted Mr. Squires, and 
others who took his position, in two 
groups, saying, “Seventy-one per cent of 
our ministers and elders look forward to 
the ultimate reunion of our two Presby- 
terian churches; 63 per cent apparently 
would not vote for it at the present time.” 


In Due Course 


To the Editors: 

. . . It is my conviction that the pro- 
gram outlined (Editorial, May 13) is emi- 
nently wise and one that is calculated to 
work toward the best interest of the 
church. It seems very clear to me that we 
are not prepared for union with the USA 
church, but real progress has been made 
by the committee, and in due course I do 
not see why we cannot have a real union 
of all Presbyterian bodies in America. ... 

MARION A. BOGGS. 
Little Rock, Ark. 


McLaughlin Article 


To the Editors: 

Your paper is most excellent. . . . Your 
account of Dr. Henry W. McLaughlin (May 
20) was great. We need more like him in 
our church. May the tribe increase. 


WM. H. WHITE. 
Prattville, Ala. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


Bonclarken, N. C. (RNS)—The Gen- 
eral Synod of the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church at its 142nd ses- 
sion here adopted a resolution request- 
ing recall of Myron Taylor as the Presi- 
dent’s representative at the Vatican. 

The synod elected W. W. Boyce, dean 
of Erskine College, Due West, S. C., as 
John G. 
Barron, Rock Hill, S. C., layman, is 
moderator this year. 











its moderator for next year. 





Geneva. (RNS, By Wireless)—Dr. 
Karl Barth, Swiss Protestant theologian, 
has returned to Bonn University in Ger- 
many from which he was expelled dur- 
ing the early years of the Nazi regime 
because of his opposition to National 
Socialist teachings. 


USA Presbyterians Plan 3-Year 
World-wide Evangelism Program 


General Assembly Says Greatest Weakness of Past Efforts 
Is That Evangelism Has Stopped Too Soon; Half Are Lost 


Atlantic City, N. J. 


(RNS).—A world-wide movement in evangelism to 


be conducted by the Presbyterian Church, USA, from January 1, 1947, until 
January 1, 1950, was approved by the 157th General Assembly here. 

The program was outlined by the denomination’s standing committee on 
evangelism, which in a report to the Assembly said there are 51,000,000 peo- 
ple in the United States who are not professing Christians. 

“The only way to solve the world’s problems is to help these individuals 


solve their own problems, the most im- 
portant of which is the sin problem,” 
the committee stated in its report. 
Under the program, the first year is 
intended for preparation, the second 
year will emphasize the actual work 
of winning those with whom the church 
has already come in contact, and the 





“J Can’t Make You Ration, But My Children Can” 





Contribute—NOW —through E. C. Scott, Treas., Liberty Bank Bldg., 
Dallas 1, Texas, or direct to Church World Service, Inc., 37 East 36th 


&t., New York 16, N. Y. 





third year, 1949, will be devoted to 
reaching those whom the church has 
not touched. 

Means suggested are personal evan- 
gelism, preaching evangelism, evange- 
lism through church organizations, con- 
servation evangelism and _ extension 
evangelism. 


Greatest Weakness 


“The greatest weakness of evangelism 
in the past was that it stopped too 
soon,” the report said. “The new mem- 
ber’s name was added to the roll, the 
church rejoiced that a new Christian 
had been born and thought the work 
was done. We have been too ready to 
assume that 15 minutes at a session 
meeting has established them for life. 

“One result of this unrealistic prac- 
tice is that of every two members re- 
ceived by confession of faith, one has 
been dropped as a failure. Each one 
dropped is a tragedy and a blasted hope 
and a damning indictment of the church. 
Surely it is basic to all evangelism 
for the church to learn to hold more 
than half of those it thinks it has re- 
ceived.” 

Frederick W. Evans, pastor of the 
Second Presbyterian church, Troy, N. 
Y., was elected moderator of the As- 
sembly. Dr. Evans has been pastor of 
the Troy church since 1928 and was a 
commissioner to the General Assembly 
in 1928 and 1937. 


Remarriage of Divorced Persons 


In a report to the General Assem- 
bly, the 23-member General Council, a 
permanent advisory body, urged a 
tightening up on the church law per- 
taining to remarriage of divorced per- 
sons. It was urged that the General 
Assembly request all presbyteries to see 
to it that ministers adhere to the law. 

Postwar population movements ang 
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social change demand a program of 
missionary extension beyond anything 
known for a generation, the standing 
committee on national missions re- 
ported. 

The reshuffling of population in re- 
cent years, the board reported, has 
created hundreds of new communities 
which are calling for the establishment 
of churches to which substantial assist- 
ance must be given. 

The General Assembly approved the 
policy of the board to work with the 
fullest cooperation of other Protestant 
denominations in order that needless 
competition and duplication might be 
overcome. It was ordered that recog- 
nized interdenominational agencies, lo- 
cal, state and national, be supported. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
Protest Vatican Representative 


In a resolution requesting President 
Truman to take the necessary steps to 
end U. S. representation at the Vati- 
can, the Assembly protested against 
“continued official relations between our 
Government and the Vatican under 
whatever guise they are cloaked.” 

Reaffirming its doctrine of separation 
of church and state, the resolution said, 
“this position has been made clear re- 
peatedly in the official actions of the 
General Assembly since 1788 and just 
as clearly manifest in the corporate life 
of the church.” 

“Aggressiveness of the hierarchy of 
the Roman Catholic Church in pressing 
for claims for a favored position of it- 
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self as a Church,” was decried in a re- 
port by the standing committee on so- 
cial education and action. 


$12,000,000 for Benevolences 

A budget of more than $12,000,000 
was adopted. Of the amount, $9,235,- 
336 is to be raised through benevolence 
contributions. 

The Assembly turned down a propo- 
sal to use church funds to pay $45,000 
to “peace”? churches who have _ sup- 
ported Presbyterians in Civilian Pub- 
lic Service camps. Instead of several 
other proposals which were offered, it 
was provided that voluntary contribu- 
tions for this purpose could be received 
in the office of the General Assembly. 

(Continued next week) 





Several weeks ago when Profes- 
sor J. B. Green was retiring after 25 
year’s service in the department of 
systematic theology at Columbia 
Seminary in Decatur, Ga., and with 
the focus of Presbyterian attention 
in the Atlanta area concentrated 
upon him, a reporter from the At- 
lanta Journal paid him a visit. From 
Dr. Green and others the story of his 
life and labors was uncovered, re- 
vealing early hardships and the ne- 
cessity for his work on a farm, the 
repeated interruption of school terms 
so that it was impossible to finish 
his work in the third grade until 
three years elapsed. 

As sometimes happens, the re- 
porter missed the point and made 
the Journal story say that Dr. Green 
was “born in a single-room log cabin, 
brought up in a home without books 
and labored three years to master the 
third reader.” Dr. Green gets no end 
of enjoyment from this reflection on 
his intelligence in the third grade. 


When he was elected moderator of 
the 86th Presbyterian General As- 
sembly in the United States he had 
just come from a round of ceremonies 
in his honor at Columbia Seminary 
where he has taught since 1921. 
Alumni had saluted him, the board of 
trustees had named the chair of sys- 
tematic theology in his honor, and 
the president had announced that Dr. 
Green would serve next year as pro- 
fessor of homiletics—and, if there 
is no acceptance of the position in 
theology which he has occupied, Dr. 
Green will teach theology again. 


James Benjamin Green was born 
in Lexington, Ala., May 10, 1871. 
His wife was born Lillian Clinkscales, 
of Anderson, S. C. They were mar- 
ried in 1922, the year after assum- 
ing the Columbia Seminary duties. 
Dr. Green attended Peabody Col- 
lege, the University of Nashville, and 
Union Seminary in Virginia. He 





James Benjamin Green, Moderator 





Dr. and Mrs. Green 


was ordained by Columbia Presby- 
tery in 1901, becoming pastor of the 
Frierson Memorial church, Columbia, 
Tenn. From 1903 to 1907 he was 
pastor at Fayetteville, Tenn., going 
from there to the Greenwood, S. C., 
church from 1908 until he was called 
to the seminary in 1921. He holds 
honorary degrees from Presbyterian 
College and from Southwestern. 

In the revision of the Confession 
of Faith in recent years Dr. Green 
rendered valuable service and at the 
75th anniversary of the organization 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
—the Augusta Assembly—he was 
one of the main speakers. 

Those who nominated Dr. Green 
for the moderatorship of the Assem- 
bly spoke of him as a man who “has 
sounded no uncertain note,” and as 
one who has “‘convictions with char- 
ity.”” His kindly manner and his un- 
derstanding nature stood him in good 
stead in the Assembly’s delibera- 
ations. eS 

Dr. Green has a quick and incisive 
wit. When a commission was called 


to meet at the front of the auditor- 
ium during the recent Assembly one 
commissioner rose to ask, “Where is 
the front?” Without a moment’s 
hesitation Dr. Green replied, ‘‘It’s the 
opposite of the back!” while the As- 
sembly applauded amid gales of 
laughter. Later when the moderator 
and the Assembly were involved in 
a parliamentary tangle, one commis- 
sioner moved that various amend- 
ments and substitutes be disregarded 
and ‘“‘that we go back to the begin- 
ning.’”’ Dr. Green asked, “But where 
is the beginming?’’ No one suggested 
that it was the opposite of the end 
for, in this case, it wasn’t. 

Commissioners thought Dr. Green 
reached his highest point as a pre- 
siding officer when he replied to the 
stirring address by the fraternal dele- 
gate from the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, when Harrison Ray Anderson 
said, “I for one in the name of my 
brethren . . would like to come 
here and ask for forgiveness. . . .” 
When the applause of the Assembly 
died down, Dr. Green said, ‘“‘Dr. An- 
derson, we have heard your plea for 
forgiveness and if this Assembly were 
to be called on to vote, it would grant 
that forgiveness now. It was sin that 
divided us and it is sin that keeps 
us divided, and all the sin is not on 
your side.” 

As the Assembly closed, Dr. Green 
declared, “I shall always think of 
the 1946 Assembly as my Assembly. 
In the year following I shall desire 
to serve the church as far as I have 
time and ability. . . I hope to be 
seeing a good many of you in the 
course of the next twelve months.” 

The way in which the moderator 
had guided the Assembly’s proceed- 
ings, the fine spirit which marks his 
life, the sterling appointments which 
he had already made in the Assem- 
bly’s work, made commissioners feel 
that the moderatorial office is in good 
hands. 
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THE MODERATORS SPEAK 
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Choose Your Verdict 


By WILLIAM B. LAMPE* 


Excerpts from the sermon of the retiring moderator at the beginning of the 158th Presbyterian General 
Assembly, USA 


“His Lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faith- 
ful servant . his Lord answered and said unto him, 
thou wicked and slothful servant.’’—Matthew 25:21, 26. 
W life! The most interesting thing to note is that 

both of them were given to men who thought they 
had acted wisely and faithfully. One had been willing 
to risk loss in trying to 
increase the value of his 
Master’s possessions. 
The other had thought 
only of conserving what 
was given to him. Fear- 
ing lest he might lose it, 
he had wrapped it and 
hidden it in safety. 

This is a parable that 
is constantly reenacted 
in life. God continually 
entrusts his children 
with his great posses- 
sions. He leaves it to 
their judgment to deter- 
mine what they will do 
with that which is given 
them. Yet he makes it 
very clear that divine 
approval or condemna- 
tion depends, not merely 
upon keeping safely that 
which is entrusted, but 
by the use to which it is put, and in the increase gained. 

Of chief interest to us today is the fact that this parable 
is being enacted right now in Atlantic City, New Jersey! 
Beginning at this very hour, to something over nine hun- 
dred men and women—commissioners of the 158th Gen- 
eral Assembly, God entrusts one of his choicest posses- 
sions. He puts into our hands the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America, and his command to us 
is very explicit, “Put this church to work for the year 
that lies ahead!” 


HAT A CONTRAST between these two verdicts on 











Dr. Lampe 


a * os 

Let us face it very frankly. This General Assembly 
faces the same temptation that is portrayed in this para- 
ble. Perhaps there is no greater temptation that comes 
to a General Assembly than to be satisfied that we are liv- 
ing in a fearful time. The forces of evil are apparent on 
every side. At times they seem to threaten the very life 
of the church. If, in these days, we can feel that we are 
holding our own, that we are not slipping backward, that 
we are not facing stark defeat, we are tempted to conclude 
that we are doing very, very well. So we will be tem- 
pered in the judgments that we make. We will examine 
statistics and compare them with previous years to see if 
we are holding on a level. We will compare our standing 
with other churches and feel a smug complacency if we 
are doing as well as anyone else is doing. So we will 
go through these days thinking only of keeping the church 


*Dr. Lampe is pastor of the West Presbyterian Church, 
St. Louis. USA editorial comments speak of him as pre- 
siding over the opening of the Assembly ‘“‘in a most effi- 
cient, good-humored and kindly fashion,’ and as “one 
of the best of moderators in recent years.” 


secure and safe in the position that it occupies. If we’ 
surrender to that temptation, one year from now another 
Assembly will be gathered together and they will say, ‘“‘Lord, 
here is that which is Thine own,” and the verdict will be 
rendered, ‘‘Thou wicked and slothful servant, depart!” 

What a day this is in which to heed the divine challenge, 
“Put this church to work for the advancing of Christ’s 
Kingdom!” That is our responsibility. 


* * * 


Presbyterianism is a particular emphasis of the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. It came into being when a 
brilliant French lawyer by the name of John Calvin through 
his insistence upon the superiority of spiritual to temporal 
power, set the law of God above the law of civil magis- 
trates. Announcing the supreme worth of every individual 
before a sovereign God, he started a train of events which 
worked itself out in the basic creed of Christian democracy. 
Ralph Barton Perry, in his book ‘Puritanism and Democ- 
racy,’’ develops the thesis that it was the basic ideas of 
Calvinism that had the greatest influence in the making 
of the American mind and in the development of that life 
which is known before the world now as the American 
way of life. Not only the professed creed, but the consti- 
tutional theory and practice of America has drawn its life 
blood from the basic theological conceptions that have been 
propounded, argued, discussed, and proclaimed around the 
world by the Presbyterian Church. 

The significant fact that we must not lose sight of in 
this day in which we meet is, that, enshrined in the center 
of the life of this church which is now put into our hands 
for investment, are the theological conceptions that have 
made possible what we believe to be the best civilization 
that humanity has yet attained. We believe that, in the 
propagation of these conceptions of Christianity, lies the 
only hope of world peace and security. 

* * a 


Most of us come as commissioners to a General Assembly 
for the first time. We have met secretaries of boards or 
members of boards. We have been thrilled by their mes- 
sages and we have high confidence in their integrity. Just 
because of that fact, the temptation comes to us to say at 
a time like this, ‘“Well these men know all about it. They 
are competent. Why should we worry? Let them go head! 
We will just vote a pious approval!” 

But you see, you cannot shift our responsiblity in any 
such way as that. Experience in every field tells us that 
machinery tends to become obsolete and worn out, that 
organizations tend to get into ruts and, cluttered up with 
red tape, become inefficient. The great criticism of our 
own Federal Government at Washington is that it is trying 
to do a modern job with obsolete machinery, and it seems 
unable to effect a change. 

We do have great boards and agencies. They are manned 
by consecrated and loyal men. But that fact does not re- 
lieve us from our duty as commissioners of this General 
Assembly. A bank examiner may have perfect confidence 
in every employee of a bank. But his duty is to examine 
every part of the institution. He dare not allow his per- 
sonal confidence in any man to lead him to carelessness in 
the least particular. Nor dare we! The responsibility is 
upon those of us who are commissioners to this General 
Assembly to make sure that the machinery of the church, 
the boards and agencies, the commissions and the programs 
of the church are the adequate, essential, and vital tools 
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through which the resources of the Presbyterian Church 
can now be put to work for the greatest advantage of the 
Kingdom of God. 

> . ” 

Time fails me to name the complete list of agencies and 
organizations that you will have to examine. Every one of 
them is important. All of this is in our hands. To put 
into final form the blue print of the coming year is our 
responsibility. The question I press in this hour, as the 
Master says to us “Put my church to work!” is this—will 
we face that responsibility with a passion to invest for 
larger service, or will we be satisfied just to continue 
things as they are? 

One thing more we must face frankly. Not only must 
we work hard, and open our hearts anew to the Holy Spirit. 
We must do this—we must be willing to risk everything 
for Christ. That was the dividing point between the two 
verdicts of the parable. One man was willing to risk 
something. The other was willing to risk nothing. One 
accepted a challenge. The other feared the danger. Es- 
sentially that is the choice that will confront us in these 
coming days. Are we willing to challenge the Presbyterian 
Church to take a great risk in a great adventure? Ordi- 
nary plans, ordinary projects will mean little in this hour, 
for this is the hour of destiny and decision' Now—now 
the door is open! Now the demand is made upon us, “Put 
my church to work!”’ 

One experience of this past year startles me as I think 
of it. Ofttimes as I have gone to a city I have been inter- 


““Open 
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viewed by reporters of the newspapers. They have asked all 
sorts of questions about the church. It is amazing how 
many of them have asked this question, “Do you think 
that the church will become controlled by the spirit of iso- 
lation?’’ What a question to put to a church whose foun- 
der commanded his disciples to go unto all the world! 
But we better face it frankly. There is danger that we will 
yield to such a spirit. We must make sure that as an 
Assembly we take actions that cannot be misunderstood 
or misinterpreted. We must have that attitude that caused 
Paul in writing to Rome to exclaim, ‘I could wish that I 
myself were a castaway for my brethren’s sake.” 

Unless we are willing to rise above all selfish thoughts 
and personal desires; unless ministers, elders, board mem- 
bers and board secretaries and all the rest of us come to 
the place where we lay everything upon the altar of sac- 
rizce and pray in sincerity that all that we have and are 
will find a place in the on-marching of Christ’s Kingdom— 
only then will we be making possible the verdict, ‘‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant.’ 

And dare we do less than that? Our whole faith rests 
back in one event which we are now to commemorate. We 
are to come about the table of the Lord’s Supper, which 
was made possible when the Son of God risked everything 
in the hope of saving a world that was lost. We can have 
no hope of winning approval as his servants unless we too 
are willing to count all that this world offers as without 
value and risk it all in the endeavor to advance the King- 
dom. 


Doors”’ 


By JAMES M. FERGUSON* 


Excerpts from the sermon of the retiring moderator of the 88th General Assembly of the United Presbyterian 


Church, Tarkio, Mo. 


Text: *. . & great door and effectual is opened unto 
me, and there are many adversaries.’’—I. Cor. 16:8-9. 


INCE THE ADJOURNMENT of the 87th General As- 
sembly it has been my privilege to be within all, save 
one, of the presbyteries of our church. Our loyalty 

to each other, our reverence for our inheritance and our 
fidelity to our mutual responsibilities are heartening. The 
exceptions are few and tend to accentuate the constancy 
of the church-at-large. In the newer communities of our 
broad land the spirit of comity has restrained the over- 
lapping of Protestant churches; in older cities and ham- 
lets, alas, are the accusing evidences of denominational 
competition, so wasteful of men and money. Not singly, 
but repeatedly, was it asked by thoughtful laymen: If it 
be true that one world must be achieved, economically and 
governmentally and socially, to maintain world peace, as 
Wendell Willkie so ably insisted; and, if it be true that 
Christianity has the one universal philosophy of life by 
which any such world can be attained, as our pulpits so 
passionately declare, how do you account for the inability 
of the Christian Church to achieve one church? Should 
not the Church be an example of unity to a world so 
perilously and hopefully divided by misunderstandings and 
antagonisms? Why the wasteful and wicked schisms of 
Protestantism—particularly in a day when both secularism 
and Roman Catholicism are actively alert to win America? 


Steps Toward Unity In Evidence 


In the behalf of the General Assembly, I have had cor- 
respondence with the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America. . . Permit me to express our denomi- 
national gratitude to the council for the drafting of Chris- 
tian principles which should control the world and for the 


*Dr. Ferguson is pastor of the First United Presbyte- 
rian Church, Bellevue, Pa. 


utterance of them in behalf of Protestantism. I am pleased, 
also, to refer to three delightful days spent at Holland, 
Mich., with the representatives of the Reformed Church in 
America, by the invitation of our General Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Church Relationships. The Hollanders are noble 
men and women, heirs, like ourselves, of a martyr past, 
likely prospects for an ecclesiastical ceremony through 
which, perhaps, the union of the Presbyterian family may 
ultimately eventuate. 
2 * 7. 

The Ephesians did not repent! They did not remember! 
They did not love! They did no longer their first works! 
They dimmed their light! They turned their candle into a 
dark lantern! Yes, Ephesus was the scene of two General 
Councils (in 431 A. D. and 449 A. D.), councils which de- 
bated theology and wrangled violently. The Lord of the 
Church came in judgment; the ‘‘candlestick’ of Ephesus he 
removed; neither city, the temple of Diana nor the Ephe- 
sian church remain! History records that the Goths sacked 
the city. Our Lord records that the Ephesians had emptied 
their hearts and deeds of love! 


“The little rift within the lute 
That by and by makes the music mute, 
And, ever widening, slowly silences all.”’ 


Where Does United Presbyterian Church Stand? 

How secure is ‘‘the candlestick’ of our beloved United 
Presbyterian Church? What reason have we to believe 
that the Lord of the Church will continue us a church? 
If Christ Jesus should ‘“‘come’”’ to us, what would he say 
to all United Presbyterians? He knows our works, our 
toil. Does he praise, or does he blame? Ephesus had a 
great past, and it did not preserve her. So have we a noble 
history, but the nobility of our yesterday will not save us. 
They hated the Nicolaitans, the deniers of his proper di- 
vinity and his real humanity, but hatred of evil believers 
did not retain the ‘candlestick’ of the Ephesian church. 
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Our hatred of the Nicolaitans and the Nestorians will not 
preserve us a church. Ephesus lost her church when Epe- 
sus lost her gospel mesage, her passion for revival, her 
missionary zeal, her prayerful anxiety for Christian unity— 
when she snuffed out her candle, when she turned her light 
into a darkened lantern. To retain our church a candle- 
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stick of the Lord, let us also ‘‘Remember,” ‘“‘Repent,” ‘‘Re- 
turn” and “Love.’’ Our Lord replied to the inquiry about 
the first and greatest commandment: ‘‘Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with 
all thy strength; and the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.” 


A Catholic Layman Views Mixed Marriages 


By ALEXANDER E. TOTH* 


resume of a pronouncement by the Presbyterian 

Church relative to mixed marriages between Presby- 
terians and Catholics, the original article having appeared 
in THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK (April 22). Just in 
case a more qualified Catholic fails to answer the article, 
I am inclined to contribute a layman’s answer, which you 
may print in the contributors’ section of your periodical, 
if you will. 

The Presbyterian Church, according to the article, con- 
demns the Catholic law on mixed marriages as being harsh 
and unreasonable, and, until the Catholic Church alters her 
ruling (which will never be), the Presbyterian Church too, 
will continue to forbid mixed marriages. Isn’t every God- 
given law imposed upon the Catholic Church to place into 
practice difficult to abide by? Difficult or not, the Catho- 
lic Church has no choice in such matters. Nevertheless, 
we Catholics rise to thank our Presbyterian brethren for 
their attitude and cooperation in forbidding mixed mar- 
riages, inasmuch as we all know such marriages are un- 
desirable and dangerous from the standpoint of the Catho- 
lic, and possibly unfair to expect accord from a sincere 
dyed-in-the-wool Presbyterian with the conditions essential 
for the mixed Catholic marriage. 


T HE TOLEDO BLADE newspaper recently presented a 


One Safe Procedure 


Naturally, the only safe procedure for marriage between 
people of differing faiths is conversion of the non-Catholic 
before the marriage is consummated, providing he is in- 
telligent enough to read his Bible and understand the Chris- 
tian religion as Christ taught and meant it to be practiced 
by us. If he cannot do that and he remains uncertain 
about the Catholic Church being the only authorized Church 
to teach Christ’s Gospels and to dispense Christian doc- 
trines, then conversion to the Catholic faith just for the 
sake of marrying is a step immoral in conscience and as 
bad as any non-Catholic mixed marriage would be for a 
Catholic. 

The newspaper article went on to state that the Pres- 
byterian Church will expect a Catholic party in a mixed 
marriage to a Presbyterian to submit completely to a Pres- 
byterian marriage and church rulings. How would you ex- 
pect an honest Catholic to do that when such a procedure 
wouldn’t even be a marriage for him? Some people who 
are Catholic in name only may do the bidding of the Pres- 
byterian fathers to satisfy an infatuation for another or 
to gain some worldly advantage from the marriage, but a 
sincere Catholic cannot succumb to the will of a church 
which he knows is a fraud and the product of the false 
prophets against whom your own Bible warns. 

A Catholic, if he renounced his church and accepted the 
Presbyterian doctrines (which he would have to do in 
order to comply with a Presbyterian marriage), would lose 
everything of religious value, his whole Christian way of 
life, and his only means for a spiritual salvation. A Catho- 
lic marriage is a sacrament which every true Catholic in 
marriage wants. A non-Catholic, as a rule, regards mar- 
riage as just a contract, in short—anything but a sacra- 


*East Toledo, Ohio. The pronouncement which Mr. Toth 
discusses was adopted unanimously by the General Assem- 
bly. 


ment, which should make it immaterial as to which au- 
thorized person officiates in the marriage ceremony, whether 
it be a Catholic priest, a Presbyterian minister, or a jus- 
tice of the peace. But in the Catholic conscience it does 
make a world of difference and there is no compromise. 
The non-Catholic, however, can compromise and for his 
spiritual gain. 


“Everything To Gain” 


The Presbyterian has absolutely nothing but fear, preju- 
dice and misunderstanding to lose and everything Christian 
to gain by embracing the Catholic Church in preparation 
for a marriage, or by accepting only her marriage laws 
in a mixed marriage if it cannot be anything more. In so 
doing, the Presbyterian has to renounce nothing regard- 
ing his faith in God and Christianity, or even in his prac- 
tice of the Christian faith. Acceptance of the Catholic way 
of life simply completes and immensely broadens the nar- 
row non-Catholic concept of Christianity. |; It embraces 
the 90 per cent, more or less, of the Bible in its true in- 
terpretation and the Christian doctrines which the non- 
Catholic rejects. In all probability, a Presbyterian who 
accepts the Catholic Church, even half-heartedly at first, 
eventually will become satisfied and joyous about his act as 
he grasps the meaning of the Catholic faith and Christ’s 
church through practice, while even a weak Catholic who 
accepts the Presbyterian dictates will never be fully recon- 
ciled and deep in his heart, ninety-nine cases out of a hun- 
dred, will be unhappy, if not conscience-stricken. Hence 
why curse a marriage with failure at the outset? A mixed 
Catholic marriage at least has a 50-50 chance of success. 

So, I say to you Presbyterians, that if you believe in love 
and marriage, let these forces take their courses according 
to Christ’s plan and don’t set up man-made obstacles of 
narrow mindedness jnst to be contrary or retaliatory. The 
ruling of the Catholic Church is the Divine Law which she 
was ordained to fulfill. She cannot compromise. If some 
Presbyterians do become Cotholic, or even enter a Catholic 
mixed marriage, it will be in accord with Christ’s will and 
instructions that ‘‘there shall be one Fold and one Shep- 
herd,” just as your own Bible states. The least that such 
a Presbyterian can suffer is to experience a great revelation. 
If you Presbyterians must remain eternally stubborn, we 
shall never achieve the Christian ideal of one Fold and 
one Shepherd. Certainly, Christ did not have in mind over 
250 differing parasitic sects feeding on the straying sheep 
from the Catholic Church when he spoke of the one fold. 
There is every evidence to prove that he had in mind only 
the Catholic Church originated by him under the authority 
of Peter and his successors, the popes, and not the Pres- 
byterian, Lutheran, Methodist and the other churches which 
came into existence 1,500 years later, usually under the 
authority of an apostate priest who had broken his vows 
to God. And certainly he did not establish a church only 
to be declared anti-Christian 1,500 years later by the 
enemies of Christ, or by those who follow him under a 
delusion. 

You must remember that the forefathers of every Pres- 
byterian were once of the Catholic Faith, who accepted 
the pope as the Vicar of Christ. Hence, if a Presbyterian 
does become a Catholic he will be returning to the wisdom 
of his ancestors and he will be casting off the shackles of 
ignorance and bigotry, 
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EDITORIAL 


The 86th Assembly 

Most important accomplishments of 
the 86th General Assembly appear to 
us to be: 





Inauguration of a new era in Negro 
work; 

Establishment of the Department on 
Christian Relations; 

Authorization of a real program in 
radio; 

Home Missions advance plans; 

A 5-year Presbyterian Program of 
Progress; 

Evangelistic stress. with goals of 5u0 
new Sunday schools, 50,000 professions 
of faith, 50,000 by letter and restate- 
ment in a year; 

An important acquaintance and fel- 
lowship program between American 
Presbyterians; 

Approval of the new Presbyterian 
Youth Fellowship Program for seniors 
and older young people; 

Joint Presbyterian US-USA approval 
of the Book of Common Worship; 

And negatively. the overwhelming 
defeat of the church property amend- 
ment and of all efforts to lessen Pro- 
testant cooperation in the Federal 
Council. 


Any true evaluation of the 1946 As- 
sembly must look back to last year’s 
Assembly for most of the progressive 
steps taken this year were begun last 
year—in Negro work, the Department 
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of Christian Relations, Radio and so on. 
Able leadership last year, with plans 
carried over into an Assembly with more 
able leadership, finds the church moving 
ahead on many fronts. 

Before we discuss any particular ac- 
tions of the Assembly, three comments 
should be made. One, the Assembly 
was one of applause and enthusiasm. 
Though applause is traditionally 
omitted, this Assembly applauded. This 
was not done in the midst of debate 
except on one or two occasions, and it 
is clearly out of place there, but at other 
times and at appropriate times the As- 
sembly broke out in spontaneous and 
vigorous approval of what was said or 
done, beginning with the address of Dr. 
Anderson from the USA church. There 
was something wholesome and en- 
couraging about seeing these ordinarily 
reserved Presbyterians expressing them- 
selves with enthusiasm. 

A second impression, in passing, has 
to do with the participation of many 
elders in the debates. Some men felt 
that there was more of this than they 
had ever seen in any church court on 
any level. It is good to have the in- 
formed participation of the laymen of 
the church, We greatly need it. 

A third observation is that by the 
time the Assembly closed late Tuesday 
night nearly half the commissioners had 
gone home, Even when important items 
were up for decision Tuesday afternoon 
total votes amounted to only slightly 
more than 200 out of the 380 or more 
commissioners who had been enrolled. 

Now, let us see some of the actions a 
bit more intimately. 


Just a Beginning 


For a good many people, P. D. Miller 
seemed to put the challenge which is 
now before the church regarding its 
Negro work into apt and telling words 
when he said, as the decisions were 
made and the discussion came to a close: 


“Brethren, if we think we’ve done 
something about the Negro work this 
morning we are fooling ourselves. 
We'd better go home and get down on 
our knees and confess our sins and then 
get out and do something about it.”’ 


The problem could not be solved by 
a simple shift of responsibility from one 
agency to a new committee erected for 
this one purpose. The feeling is over- 
whelming in the Assembly that this is 
a wise course to pursue at this time, 
but no one whom we have seen feels that 
this of itself will lead us to the high 
goals which beckon to us. 

This new committee needs the prayers 
and loyal support of the entire church— 
if we expect really to do something 
about Negro education and evangeliza- 
tion. The best possible man to direct 
the work must be found. Then the com- 
mittee’s program must be financed by 
wholehearted support of the Assémbly- 
authorized percentages. With our cum- 
bersome financial set-up that will take 
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time. But even more than these things, 
the work which may be accomplished 
with and for Negroes in the South 
depends upon a genuine facing of the 
personal and group failures and sins 
which have stained our past. Until this 
is done and a new heart and spirit are 
created in us, we will still be fooling 
ourselves, regardless of any organiza- 
tional or financial arrangements which 
may be made. 

The resolution presented by William 
Crowe, Jr., and adopted by a 192-51 
vote, calling for further examination of 
the policy to be pursued in our Negro 
program deserves the best possible at- 
tention. It was interesting to observe 
that members of the ad interim com- 
mittee which had been studying this 
work voted for the resolution and mem- 
bers of Snedecor Synod voted for it. As 
printed here last week (page 11) it calls 
for an exploration of the possibility of 
a united work with Presbyterians, US, 
USA, and United, joining hands in the 
support and promotion of a separate 
Negro Presbyterian church; making 
Stillman Institute a junior college and 
using the present well-established USA 
colleges for Negroes; and the possible 
use of our present theological seminaries 
for the training of Negro ministers. 

No, we have not yet solved our prob- 
lems in this area of need and opportu- 
nity. But perhaps we have made a good 
beginning. Let us pray that this may 
be true as we press forward, 


We Don’t Know Presbyterians 


Nothing is more tragic in the rela- 
tionships which have existed between 
American Presbyterians these past 85 
years than that our divided churches 
have sent us down separate ways where 
we could not have anything like ade- 
quate opportunities for fellowship and 
acquaintance with individual Presby- 
terians of other denominations. Action 
by the recent Assembly seeks to sur- 
mount this unfortunate barrier by 
adopting the program of exchanging 
speakers, joint meetings, and other ways 
as presented in connection with the 
Foreign Relations report. This _five- 
fold plan (cf. p. 7, June 10) should chal- 
lenge synods and presbyteries, as well 
as city ministers’ associations and others 
to make adequate provision for better 
Presbyterian relations. 

The resolution does not insist upon 


DID YOU KNOW 


—that the proportion of money 
contributed to religion in the United 
States compared to that spent for 
consumer goods decreased from 1.3% 
in 1932 to .8 of 1% in 1942, accord- 
ing to last available figures 











? By R. L. ST. CLAIR 
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the erection of committees on coopera- 
tion and union in the various synods and 
presbyteries but in a good many areas 
this would be a wise and necessary step 
to take at the first possible opportunity. 
In other sections it might not be a good 
thing to do at the present time. How- 
ever, since there’s some truth in the 
adage that ‘‘Everybody’s business is 
nobody’s business,” the good things 
called for by the Assembly will not be 
realized in many localities unless and 
until one group or another takes or is 
given definite responsibility. 

At summer meetings of presbyteries 
and at fall meetings of synods and pres- 
byteries, whether committees are named 
the ‘Committee on Cooperation and 
Union” or not, some group should be 
given the definite responsibility for 
seeking the goals set forth by the recent 
Assembly action in order that more 
Presbyterians may come to know each 
other better and to find ways of work- 
ing alongside each other on their com- 
mon tasks. 

We have referred to the excellent 
program of acquaintance now being pro- 
jected by joint committees of the Re- 
formed Church in America and the 
United Presbyterian Church, Here is an 
advertisement which appeared in their 
papers recently, indicating another way 
to do the job: 


Announcing 
Church-Union, Get-Acquainted Dinner 
of the 
REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 
and the 
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF NORTH AMERICA 
at 
Hotel Schenley, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Thursday Evening, June 6 
at 6:30 o’clock 


To Evlyn W. Fulton...... 

Enclosed, payable to you, is order 
for .... for which please reserve .... 
tickets for me at Church-Union Dinner, 
June 6. 
Name, etc. 





The Moderator 

We have an unusual moderator this 
year. He does not have the aggressive 
personality that enables some men to 
preside over a tangled debate with ap- 
parent ease. Nor does his nature per- 
mit him to push a large group to a de- 
cision. When confronted by decisions 
that he had a perfect right to make, he 
rarely made them on his own authority, 
but appealed to the Assembly itself to 
sustain or reject his acts. 

We have seen large gatherings 
flounder in confusion under the chair- 
manship of an indecisive and retiring 
leader. In fact, we have rarely seen it 
otherwise. However, our moderator 
won the confidence of every commis- 
sioner from the start. The business of 
the Assembly was handled with efif- 
ciency and was concluded a half-day 
earlier than the docket anticipated. The 
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parliamentary decisions he frequently 
referred to the Assembly were sus- 
tained in every instance in his favor. 
The unusual spirit of fair play which 
has been characteristic of all our re- 
cent Assemblies was due this year not 
only to the quality of the commis- 
sioners, but in no small measure to the 
excellence of the moderator. 

‘Dr. Green is a Christian gentleman 
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in every sense of the word. A man of 
quiet dignity, possessed of a quick and 
penetrating sense of humor, a fine de- 
gree of humility with a positive ideal- 
ism and breadth of vision, he is indeed 
a leader in whom we take pride and 
under whose leadership our church will 
prosper to a surprising degree during 
the coming year. 
WM. CROWE, JR. 





POISON IVY 


A Fable of a Friar and a Farmer 


By KENNETH 


J. FOREMAN 





“Lest there should be among you a 
root that bears poison.’’ Deut, 29:18, 
Goodspeed. 


a Friar who preached to the people 

every week. Most of his sermons 
were on Sin, about which he knew so 
much that some in his flock thought him 
to have been greatly beset by it. 


[ A CERTAIN VILLAGE there lived 


To this village came a Farmer, not a 
Real Farmer but a Gentleman Farmer, 
who having made his money in city life 
was now desirous of returning to the 
State of his Ancestors. 


On a Sunday when the Farmer was 
present, the Friar was preaching, as was 
his wont, upon Sin. It is of no use, 
said he, to do away with this sin and 
that. Sins are not the Main Trouble. 
They are only Symptoms. If you ceased 
from every sin you now commit, said he, 
the disease would still be in you, and 
new sins would arise. In dealing with 
sins you are working at the wrong end. 
You must get at the Sin which is the 
cause of sins. 


The Farmer, listening, did not believe 
him, and at the next Sunday School 
Picnic told him so, For the Farmer 
was well pleased with himself. [I have 
not more than three or four real sins, 
he said, and I shall get rid of these any 
day now, Once they are gone [ shall 
be troubled no more. But the Friar 
answered, If Preaching do not persuade 
you, yet Farming may teach you some- 
thing. 


ND SO IT CAME ABOUT. The 
Gentleman Farmer began to learn 
to tell the weeds from the vege- 

tables, and in the course of his educa- 
tion he came upon Poison Ivy. The 
fields of his neighbors were plagued 
with this plant, and the Farmer thought 
they should do something about it. It 
is perfectly simple, he said, all you have 
to do is to chop it off wherever it 
appears. I do not understand why they 
have so much of it when it must be so 
easy to get rid of. 

But one day the Farmer observed 
some Poison Ivy on his own land. He 
chopped it here and there and supposed 
he had seen the last of it. But not long 
after this the Poison Ivy was there 
again, How now? said the Farmer. 


This time he did not chop the plants 
off but went down to see where they 
came from, Under the ground he came 
upon more than was above ground. A 
root had crept into his land from his 
neighbor’s and was now extended for a 
great distance this way and that. Each 
green poison plant had grown up from 
the same crawling root. It was long 
before the Farmer traced that to its end, 
but the next time he met the Friar he 
said to him, I see now why my neighbors 
do not more easily get rid of this pest. 
It comes from below and is not to be 
got rid of with a few strokes. It is easy 
to chop it off for a time, but it is hard 
to find and to follow the root of it. 


OW PERHAPS you will understand 
about Sin, said the Friar. Sin also 
comes from below and is not to 

be got rid of with a few strokes. Sins 
are like the little new poison plants. 
They look weak and easy to destroy. 
But they are all connected together; 
they all rise from the same root. There 
is more underneath than appears on the 
surface. And it takes a long time to 
trace out that hidden source, longer still 
to destroy it. 

If all sins have the same root, said the 
Farmer, it must have a name. 

Well, said the Friar, look beneath 
your own surface, If you can find in 
yourself the root of all poisons, you can 


name it for yourself. What do you 
think? 


Mitchell College 


STATESVILLE, N. C. 
Accredited Junior College. Terminal and 
transfer courses. Liberal arts. Music, 
Commercial and fine arts. One and two- 
year secretarial. Small classes. Individ- 
ualized attention. Homelike atmosphere. 
Residence for girls. Board and tuition 
$364-$374. Scholarships available. Presby- 
terian. Write for catalog P. 

Frances Stribling, President 








GREENBRIER 
COLLEGE 


Two years college prepara- 
tory and two Yeare stan- 
dard college work. founded 
1812. Art, Music, Dramatic 
Art, Secretarial. Excer- 
tional social, recieaticual 
advantages. Modern fire- 
proof dormitory. 


FRENCH W. THOMPSON, PRESIDENT 
Dept. PO, Lewisburg, West Virginia 
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Henry W. McLaughlin and preacher-son 
John of Keyser, W. Va., talk things over at 
the Assembly where a special service fea- 
tured Dr. McLaughlin’s achievements. His 
passion for Sunday school extension, he said, 
is “in my blood and I can’t help it.” 


Moderator of the Mexican 
Presbyterian General As- 
sembly, Benjamin Alvarez, 
stands beside Foreign Mis- 
sions Executive Secretary C. 
Darby Fulton. 
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President Henry Wade DuBose, of 
the Assembly’s Training School, pre- 
sents what he calls “Triple-A” student 
exhibits (1. to r.), Marjorie Patterson, 
Betty Williams and Mary-Starke Hig- 
ginbotham. 


Summary of Final Sessions of the General Assembly 


Statement Is Made Regarding 
Richardson Will and Conse- 
quent Litigation 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON 
(Continued from last week) 


Bills and Overtures 

The retiring moderator, Thomas K. 
Young, presented the Bills and Over- 
tures report. This report dealt with 
many items. One protested the Presi- 
dent’s personal representative at the 
Vatican; another declared that a con- 
gregation beginning the Rotary System 
of church officers must install all elders 
elected under that system whether for- 
merly installed or not; declared that 
presbyteries already had the power to 
elect commissioners two years in suc- 
cession if they so desire. 

In reply to a communication from 
Henry Louis Smith and others regard- 
ing matters involved in the courts in 
recent years, the Assembly declared: 


“The Assembly commends its agencies 
for their diligence in looking after the 
interests of the church. 

“The Assembly records its sincere ap- 
preciation of the munificent gift be- 
queathed to the benevolent agencies of 
the church in the will of Mr. Lunsford 
Richardson; for many other generous 
contributions over the years by the 
Richardson family, and orders its stated 
clerk to send to these benefactors an 
appropriate expression of its heartfelt 
thanks. 

“The Assembly has learned with re- 
gret of the necessity for litigation in 
connection with the interpretation of 
the will, and registers its satisfaction 
that the civil court exonerated the mem- 
bers of the Richardson family of ‘all 
fraud and dismissed every cause of 
action based thereon.’ 

“If unjust implications have been 
made, the Assembly expresses its sin- 
cere regret and records the earnest hope 
that mutual goodwill shall be restored 
to all parties concerned.” 

More than a million dollars was in- 
volved in this litigation, coming finally 


to the agencies of the church. 





CONCLUSION 


With this issue we complete our 
reports of the 86th General Assembly. 
Earlier actions which were taken ap- 
peared in our issues of June 3 and 
10.— EDITORS. 











TUESDAY EVENING 


Stewardship Report 

The erection of new service agencies 
in the church and the increased needs 
of other departments made the report 
of the Stewardship Committee one of 
especial importance. Frank H. Cald- 
well, president of Louisville Seminary, 
was chairman of the standing commit- 
tee. The Assembly approved the Pres- 
byterian Program of Progress, calling 
for an advance all along the line of the 
church program, and asked the Stew- 
ardship Committee to direct it. The 
Home Mission Council was granted per- 
mission to seek an emergency offering 
of $600,000 during the year, the first 
$335,000 raised to be distributed as 
follows: to pay for the expenses of the 
campaign; to provide for the Executive 
Committee of Home Missions the usual 
$85,000 special offering; of the funds 
remaining after these deductions, 75 
per cent be returned to the synods in 
proportion to their net gifts, and 25 
per cent be appropriated by the coun- 
cil without reference to synod’s boun- 
daries, but solely on the basis of the 
larger needs of the church as a whole. 
Funds in excess of $335,000 are to be 
distributed: 20 per cent to the execu- 
tive committee as a supplement to the 
seasonal offerings; 75 per cent of the 
remaining returned to the synods in 
proportion to their net gifts, and 25 per 
cent appropriated by the council. , 

Radio and other new work were pro- 
vided for as requested. The Assembly 
answered in the affirmative the overture 
from Meridian Presbytery protesting the 


Goal of 100,000 New Members 
A Year is Authorized 
In Evangelism Effort 


levying of a tax for a benevolence con- 
tingent fund, and asking that the prac- 
tice be discontinued. Rally Day, be- 
ginning in 1947 was set for the last 
Sunday in September. Overtures from 
Nashville and East Hanover seeking an 
Assembly’s executive or Advisory Com- 
mittee was answered by the following 
recommendation: “The Assembly recog- 
nizes the purpose of these overtures as 
being aimed at a pressing need of our 
church; that it is not advisable at this 
Assembly to undertake the objectives 
which they propose; that they be held 
in abeyance and be docketed for the 
earnest consideration of the next As- 
sembly.’”’ The requested visual educa- 
tion program requested by two pres- 
byteries, Cherokee and Abingdon, was 
referred to the Stewardship Commit- 
tee. 

Askings for Assembly causes for 
1947-48 totaled $3,110,000. Assembly- 
authorized percentages for the causes 
are as follows: Foreign Missions, 
46%; Home Missions, 22.50; Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief, 11.25; 
Religious Education and Publication, 
4.00; Assembly’s Training School, 2.50; 
Bible Cause, .75; War Relief, 3.00; 
Evangelism, .75; Radio, 2.00; Negra 
Work, 3.25; Defense Service Council, 
3.25; Christian Relations, .75. 


Evangelism Goals 


In presenting the standing commit- 
tee’s report on evangelism, B. Frank 
Hall, chairman, said: 


“While our efforts in evangelism fell 
short of achieving the goals set by the 
last Assembly in professions of faith, 
there are heartening signs that our 
church is growing in its evangelistic 
zeal. . . . We affirm our conviction 
that this is the life center of the 
church’s program.” 
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Recommendations of the permanent 
committee, as reported here previously, 
were adopted. These were also adopted: 


“That the Assembly continue its 
study of, and emphasis on, evangelism 
in all its phases, in order that the 
churches may become increasingly 
zealous and aggressive in winning the 
unsaved to Christ and in enlisting them 
in fruitful Christian service, by means 
of home visitation, personal witnessing, 
special services, children’s and young 
people’s activities, the regular preach- 
ing of the Word and any other means 
possible. 

“That our Assembly set a goal of a 
minimum of 50,000 additions by pro- 
fession of faith during the current 
church year, which means that in every 
congregation each ten members must 
be responsible for winning one person 
to Christ during the year. And that a 
goal of an equal number and propor- 
tion of additions by letter and restate- 
ment be also set. 

“That special efforts in visitation 
evangelism be instituted leading up to 
and culminating in the Communion 
season in all our churches, and that, 
as a part of this special program, minis- 
ters be urged to preach at such times 
evangelistic sermons, stress personal 
loyalty to Christ and lead _ selected 
members in intensive efforts to reach 
the unsaved.” 


J. O. Van Meter, in bringing the re- 
port of the Mountain Retreat Associ- 
ation before the Assembly, made recom- 
mendations which were adopted by the 
Assembly, calling for full and hearty 
approval and assistance in securing 
funds needed for the erection of the 
New Alba Hotel; stressing the ob- 
servance of Montreat Day, and com- 
mending Montreat College to the favor- 
able attention and support of the 
church. 


Minister and His Work 

Answering overtures seeking to dis- 
continue the commissions and commit- 
tees on the Minister and His Work 
in the negative, the standing commit- 
tee, with Robert F. Jones, chairman, 
recommended, among other measures, 
a study of the plan of term pastorates 
and a supervisory system for pastors 
by synod committees and presbytery 
commissions with criticisms and sug- 
gestions relative thereto returned to the 


Price H. Gwynn, Jr. (left), whose 
report on Negro work was overwhelm- 
ingly adopted by the Assembly, does’ not 
hide his pleasure at the result of a year 
of hard work by his committee. 


* * * 


Not only did Moses E. James, Flor- 
ence, S. C. (right), sing ‘‘Many Brave 
Hearts” for the Assembly, but he also 
spoke with telling effect, pleading for 
the adoption of the ad interim commit- 
tee’s report. Speaking from what he 
called ‘ta hot place,” he said, “You will 
have the loyal suport of my people. 
. You will not be ashamed of 
them.” 
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Assembly’s committee not later than 
January 1, 1947. A suggested plan 
from Lexington Presbytery was also 
sent down for study while the Assem- 
bly made it clear that it “expresses no 
opinion as to the merits or demerits of 
these plans.’”’ The Assembly approved 
the idea of sabbatical leaves for minis- 
ters for periods of ‘‘three months or 
longer at least once every seven years,”’ 
sugegsting the provision of full salary 
for the minister and with the church 
providing for the supply of the pulpit. 
Such leaves, it was said, afforaing ‘‘op- 
portunity for physical, intellectual, and 
spiritual refreshment . . would prove 
to be of inestimable value both to min- 
isters and congregation.” 

Woman’s Work was presented by 
Legh R. Scott, with reports of record 
numbers of Auxiliaries and of members 
and with signal accomplishments in co- 
operation in promoting the whole pro- 
gram of the Assembly; the production 
of excellent literature; an _ excellent 
Negro work; a thorough emphasis on 
the fundamentals of a Christian world 
order and on the Christian principles 
and practices on every level of life. 
Leaders of woman’s work, both from 
the official staff and from the Assembly’s 
committee were present throughout the 
week and in connection with the presen- 
tation of their report were presented 
by Dr. Scott. 


Bonneau H. Dickson, of Atlanta, pre- 
sented the report on the Sabbath for 
the standing committee. The report of 
the permanent committee, as sum- 
marized here May 6, was adopted, urg- 
ing new and greater emphasis upon the 
values and privileges of the day. An 
overture from Western Texas Presby- 
tery asking for a drive for Sabbath 
ideals and calling a wise approach to the 
subject, the article (now in pamphlet 
form) by Kenneth J. Foreman on 
“What Can a Christian Do With Sun- 
day?’’ was answered in the affirmative. 

Work of the Historical Foundation 
was described in a report presented by 
Lloyd Courtney, its appropriation was 
raised to $10,000, and Thomas H. 
Spence, curator, told of the present plan 
for the new building which will be 
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started as soon as possible. 


Theological Seminaries 

In the report of the standing com- 
mittee on theological seminaries, Bob 
S. Hodges, Jr., gave the following sum- 
mary of information about the church’s 
four divinity schools for the past year: 

Austin: 27 students enrolled; 180 
more in other and special courses; $37,- 
441 added to endowment. 

Columbia: 87 students, graduate and 
undergraduate; more than $150,000 
added to endowment, with $96,000 of 
this amount set aside to endow the 
chair of systematic theology in special 
honor, and named for, Professor J. B. 
Green; total assets now are $1,346,988; 
Dr. Green will serve as professor of 
homiletics next year, and Cecil A. 
Thompson will be professor of evan- 
gelism, country church work and field 
supervision. 


Louisville: 56 students; no changes 
in board of directors or faculty; a pro- 
gram of enlargement in finances has 
been inaugurated; library expenditures 
have risen from $1,700 to a present 
budget of $9,000. 

Union: 142 graduate students; 94 
undergraduates; 33 new men have en- 
rolled for the coming year; B. H. Kelly 
has been made associate professor of 
Biblical interpretation; James Appleby 
is supervisor of field work; $42,027 
was added to permanent funds; Sprunt 
Lecturer for 1947 will be J. Harry Cot- 
ton, president of McCormick Seminary. 

The judicial case of a complaint 
against the Synod of South Carolina 
brought by J. C. Blackburn, West Co- 
lumbia, S. C., was heard by a special 
commission. Charges brought had to 
do with alleged failures to hear the 
complainant before his own presbytery 
and in his own synod with regard to 
the allegations brought against a Co- 
lumbia church. The complaint was not 
sustained. 

Announcement was made that the 
First church of Atlanta, which will be 
observing the centennial anniversary of 
its founding in 1948, expected to in- 
vite the Assembly to meet there in con- 
nection with its celebration. 
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Assembly’s Training School 


3400 Brook Road, Richmond 22, Virginia 


SUMMER SESSION 


First Term: July 2-30 
Second Term: July 31-August 14 


For Church Workers and Bible Teachers 
SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC 
July 31-August 14 
Write for Specia] Bulletins 
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Statistical summaries of the year’s 
records were presented by the stated 
clerk, Dr. Scott, showing 17 synods, 87 
presbyteries, 2,623 ministers, 3,524 
churches, 15 licentiates, 443 candidates, 
48 licensures, 61 ordinations, 346 pas- 
toral installations, 255 pastoral disso- 
lutions, 34 churches organized, 26 
churches dissolved, one church dis- 
missed to another denomination, 21 
ministers received from other denomi- 
nations, five dismissed to other denomi- 
nations, two deposed or divested of 
office, 44 ministers deceased, 19,270 
ruling elders, 22,793 deacons, 18,913 
added on profession of faith, 28,502 
added on certificate, 593,613 total com- 
municants, 11,497 adults baptized, 9,369 
infants baptized, 432,012 total Sunday 
school enrollment, 651 outposts or 
chapels. Financial statistics reveal a 
total of $21,407,383 for local expenses 
and benevolences, including $6,576,406 
for current expenses and $4,120,505 for 
building expenses. Per capita gifts for 
the year are: Benevolences, $11.00; 
Current Expenses, $25.06; total, $36.06. 


Dr. Young’s Encouragement 


The former moderator, Dr. Young, 
who was presiding at this time, just be- 
fore the Assembly closed its session, 
spoke a few personal words of appre- 
ciation for his opportunities of service 
during the year. He spoke encourag- 
ingly of the upward and forward move- 
ment across the church. “The urge of 
expansion is getting into the blood of 
our people,” he said as he told of new 
churches being organized, and new 
Sunday schools established. Then he 
declared, ‘“‘As I have gone about the 
church I have become firmly convinced 
that we have more vigorous men from 
35 to 50 upon whom the church can con- 
fidently rest its leadership in the next 
25 years than we have ever had. They 
have a consciousness of the vast prob- 
lems which are before us, and they are 
committed to seeing that the voice of 
the Christian Church is heard in the 
solution of these problems. There is a 
strong capacity in our church today and 
our people are awakening to face these 
great issues,” 

As Dr. Green resumed the chair and 
led to the close of the Assembly. In 
his closing prayer he offered thanksgiv- 
ing for the spirit of harmony and peace 
which had prevailed throughout the 
meeting. ‘‘We’ve planned as best we 
could,” he prayed, ‘‘May we be faithful 
and earnest in our efforts to execute 
these plans.” 

Thus ended an Assembly which by 
Many tests was a great one. Its new 
goals charted and new resources chal- 
lenged point to new and greater efforts 
to bring the Gospel of Christ and its 
full implications to bear upon areas 
of opportunity and need in the South 
and unto the ends of the earth. For 
generations to come the church and the 
section of the nation served by the 
church may be influenced for good by 
the measures adopted by the 1946 Gen- 
eral Assembly. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Strengthening Bonds of Fellowship 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 23 
Luke 22:14-20; John 15:9-18; 17:6-8, 20-21. 


Our lessons this quarter have dealt 
with Jesus and his friends. Among 
these friends were people of every age, 
class, and condition. Those who were 
nearest to him, however, were the 
twelve disciples, whom he had trained 
to carry on his work after he had de- 
parted. We study this week the last 
supper he ate with this group, some of 
his last words to them, and a portion of 
his final prayer. And as we study we 
see how the bonds of fellowship can be 
strengthened with him today. 


I. The Last Supper, Luke 22:14-20. 


In the earlier part of this chapter we 
read how carefully Jesus prepared for 
this final meal, and what elaborate 
precautions he took that his plans 
might not be discovered by his enemies. 

When the evening was come (the 
Passover was eaten just after sunset) 
Jesus sat down at the table with the 
Twelve and said, “I have longed 
eagerly to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer, for I tell you I will never 
eat the Passover again till the fulfill- 
ment of it in the reign of God.” These 
words naturally mean that Jesus, despite 
the precautions which he had taken, 
had dreaded an interference of the 
authorities before he could partake of 
this Passover with the Twelve. He had 
something to say to the disciples for 
which the Passover was the fitting oc- 
casion, and his words express thank- 
fulness that his wish had been granted. 
The words ‘‘before [ suffer’? add to the 
solemnity of the occasion. Jesus’ death 
was imminent. For him there remained 
no recurrence of the beloved rite but 
only the fulfillment, often depicted as 
a feast, to which in Jewish thought the 
Passover pointed, i. e., a consummation 
of the redemption of the perfected reign 
of God. 

Jesus sought to impress this thought 
on his disciples again during the course 
of the feast. Plummer tells us that in 
the Jewish ritual the person who pre- 
sided began by asking a blessing on the 
feast, then blessed, drank and passed 
the first cup. Then Psalms 13 and 14 
were sung and the bitter herbs were 
eaten, followed by the second cup, after 
which the president explained the mean- 
ing of the feast. Then after the eating 
of the lamb and unleavened cakes came 
the thanksgiving for the meal and the 
blessing and drinking of the third cup. 
Lastly the singing of Psalms 115-118, 
followed by the fourth cup. As he took 
one of these cups, Jesus gave thanks 
and said: “Take this and distribute it 
among yourselves for [ tell you I will 


never drink the produce of the vine 
again till such time as God’s reign 
comes,” 


After the lamb had been eaten, and 
before the third cup, probably, Jesus 
took bread and wine, and in the words 
so familiar to us, instituted the Lord’s 
Supper which henceforth for his dis- 
ciples was to supersede the Passover. 
First, he took bread from the table, and 
after he had given thanks to God he 
broke it and gave it to them saying, 
“This means my body given up for your 
sake: do this in memory of me.” 
Roman Catholics think that at the words 
of institution the bread was transformed 
into the physical body of Christ, so that 
the communicants actually eat Christ’s 
flesh. Taken in their setting however 
the words could mean only that the 
bread which had been broken and given 
to them stood symbolically for his body 
broken sacrificially for them. The Greek 
tense of “do this’? means ‘‘continually 
do this.”” ‘Continually do this in order 
to bring me to mind” i. e., to remind 
yourselves and others of the redemption 
which I have won by my death. He 
meant the Lord’s Supper was to be a 
continual calling to mind of him who 
redeemed men from the bondage of their 
sin, as the Passover was an annual call- 
ing to mind of redemption from the 
bondage of Egypt. 

Next he took the cup and said, ‘‘This 
cup means the new covenant ratified 
by my blood shed for your sakes.’”’ The 
pouring out of the wine corresponds to 
the breaking of the bread and referred 
in the same way to the self-sacrifice of 
Jesus. Matthew adds that this sacri- 
fice is for the remission of sins. Luke 
says, “This cup means the New Cove- 
nant ratified by my blood.” The ratifi- 
eation of a covenant was commonly 
associated with the shedding of blood 
and what was written in blood was be- 
lieved to be indelible. The reference 
to the new covenant carries us back to 
the covenant made with Israel at Sinai, 
with its fundamental law written upon 
tables of stone (Ex. 24:5ff), and 
Jeremiah’s prophecy that God would 
make a new covenant with his people, 
writing the law this time on their hearts 
(31:31-34). ‘‘Jesus is conscious that 
through the shedding of his blood, the 
new covenant of which prophecy speaks 
becomes for his followers an accom- 
plished fact. His death is not a tragedy 
simply or a price demanded by fidelity 
to a cause. It is the means of bringing 
on, instituting, applying and sealing a 
redemption which by his life and word 
he has sought to effect, but which only 
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‘ 
the final sacrifice of his life will bring 
to fulfillment.’ 

After the resurrection the Lord’s 
Supper continued to be observed as the 
one great bond of union between all dis- 
ciples of Jesus. As Luke says, ‘‘they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers.”’ (Acts 2:42.) 
Paul says: ‘‘Because there is one loaf, 
we who are many are one body, for we 
all partake of the same loaf.” (1 Cor. 
10:17 R. S. V.) The Lord’s Supper was 
the bond of union between the disciples, 
it was also their source of greatest 
strength. But as time went on schisms 
occurred and heresies developed, and 
some were excluded from the Lord’s 
Table and some declined to partake with 
their fellow Christians. In the year 
1054 a major schism developed, giving 
rise to the Roman Catholic and the 
Greek Orthodox Churches, In 1517 the 
Protestant churches began to break 
away from the Roman Catholic Church 
in the West. Today Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic and Protestants cannot 
gather about the same table. And there 
are too many Protestants who practice 
close communion, The Lord’s Supper 
which was once the bond of union has 
become the symbol of our disunity. 
Instead of bringing those who love 
Christ together it now serves to hold 
them apart. We are grateful that Pres- 
byterians have always invited all those 
who trust in Christ as Savior and Lord 
to join them in the Communion, and 
that many of all faiths are looking and 
working for the time when the “scandal 
of Christendom”’ may be removed. 


II. The Last Words, John 15:9-16. 


Jesus’ last words to his disciples are 
found in John 14-16. We are con- 
cerned in this lesson only with a few 
verses in the 15th chapter. In this chap- 
ter Jesus is speaking of the vital union 
and fellowship which his disciples must 
maintain with him. ‘Abide in me,’ he 
says, “and ]Iin you. As the branch can- 
not bear fruit of itself except it abide 
in the vine; so neither can ye except ye 
abide in me.” 

But how is it possible for us to abide 
in Jesus and to have him abide in us? 
Jesus gives us a hint in verse 8. We 
enjoy this vital union and fellowship 
when his words abide in us. When do 
his words abide in us? Some may an- 
swer when we memorize portions of the 
Scripture, especially the words of Jesus. 
That would certainly help, But some- 
thing more is necessary. His words 
must take hold of our lives until con- 
sciously or unconsciously they mould 
our thoughts, our words, and our ac- 
tions. Jesus makes this clear in verses 
9-10 when he says: “Even as the Father 
hath loved me, I also have loved you; 
abide ye in my love. If ye keep my 
commandments, ye shall abide in my 
love; even as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love.” 
We ought to understand clearly that 
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Jesus wants us not merely to believe in 
him as the Son of God and our Saviour 
from sin; he wants us to live in accord- 
ance with his way of life, to follow the 
directions of the Sermon on the Mount, 
to love God with all our heart and soul 
and strength; and to love our neighbor 
as we do ourselves. This last command- 
ment is the one that Jesus emphasizes: 
“This is my commandment that ye love 
one another even as I have loved you” 
(vs. 12). The words which follow show 
us that Christ’s love is to be measured 
by his death. ‘‘Love such as that, love 
to the point of sacrifice even of life, is 
to be the bond between his disciples.” 


“Do we feel such a bond with our 
fellow Christians?” asks Archbishop 
Temple (Readings in John’s Gospel). 
“Is our fellowship in Christ a reality 
more profound and effective than our 
membership in our earthly fellowships 
—family, school, party, class, nation, 
race—and able in consequence to unite 
us in love across all natural divisions 
and hostilities? Of course not. And 
the reason is that we do not truly abide 
in him. If we did, his life of sacrificial 
love would flow through us all and 
unite ug in the most intimate bonds.” 

If we abide in Christ and he abides 
in us, what follows? John does not 
attempt in this passage to give us an 
exhaustive statement, but there are 
some suggestions. 

1. We shall bear fruit, vss. 5, 16. 
Just what this fruit is Jesus himself 
does not say. Paul in Gal. 56:22 how- 
ever describes some of the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit. As translated in the R. 
S. V. “the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” 
This also is not an exhaustive list, No 
doubt we can add many other things. 

2. We shall learn the secret of pre- 
vailing prayer. Vss. 7, 16. The con- 
dition, clearly expressed in vs. 7—“‘if 
ye abide in me’’—helps us to understand 
the promise in other passages where it 
is only implied (e. g. Mt. 7:7). Many of 
our prayers remain unanswered because 
our lives are out of harmony with God, 
and because we do not know how to 
pray as we ought. We do not discover 
the full value of our prayer until we 
abide in Christ and his words abide in 
us. After all, no earthly father could 
promise to accede to all the requests of 
his son, unless he were assured that the 
son’s character and the son's mentality 
were so fully developed that he would 
ask nothing but what the father would 
be glad to give. And so with our 
Heavenly Father. How disastrous it 
would be if he granted all the requests 


that are offered daily unto him. Prayer 
has vast potentialities, which none of 
us has fully explored, We begin to dis- 
cover its value as we abide in him, and 
as his words abide in us. 

3. We shall discover the secret of 
abiding joy, vs. 11. Jesus did not want 
us to be solemn and sad. He wanted 
us to be happy, to be joyful as he was 
joyful. If we abide in Christ and 
allow his words to abide in us, we 
shall be able to enjoy our friends, our 
work, our play, all the good things of 
life that come our way, but it will not 
be dependent on these things. Jesus 
spoke these words as he stood in the 
shadow of the cross. His words take 
on new meaning as we think of the cir- 
cumstances under which they were 
spoken. The joy which we find in Jesus 
is a joy that the world cannot give, it 
is a joy that the world cannot take 
away. 

4. We shall find that Jesus is our 
friend, vs. 14. We value our earthly 
friends, We look to them for guidance 
and help and for that comradeship that 
gives meaning to life. Jesus seeks to 
be our friend, not merely a historical 
figure that lived and died in Galilee, not 
merely a divine personage that lives 
away off in the heavens, but a friend 
whom we call upon in every time of 
need—whose presence heightens our 
joys and soothes our sorrows. But we 
will never know the full meaning of 
this friendship unless we abide in him, 
and unless we allow his words to abide 
in us. 


Ill. The Last Prayer, John 17:6-8, 
20-21. 

We find Jesus last prayer for his dis- 
ciples summarized in the 17th chapter 
of John, 

In the first five verses Jesus prays 
for himself. In the rest of the chapter 
he prays for his disciples—in verges 6- 
19 for the disciples then present, in 20- 
26 for all those who shall believe on him 
through their word. But even when 
Jesus prays for his immediate disciples 
he describes them in phrases which have 
a meaning and a message for all who 
call themselves his followers. It is- fair 
to say then that in this great prayer all 
true Christians are included to the end 
of time. We need to note in particular 
that He said, ‘‘I pray not for the world, 
but for those whom Thou hast given 
me.’”’ We do not understand from this 
statement that Jesus had no desire to 
pray for those who did not believe on 
his name. He did pray for them time 
and again. But now in this critical 
scene, he is thinking of his disciples, 
and the petitions which he has to offer 
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for them would have no meaning if 
offered for the ‘“‘world”’. 


First, Jesus prays that his disciples 
may be “kept” (6-16). Christ has 
manifested God’s name to them, Here 
as elsewhere in the Bible God’s name 
stands for God’s character, or God’s 
nature as it has been revealed to men. 
Jesus has revealed or manifested God's 
character. He has not only described 
it; he has made it apparent; he has 
exhibited it. He has revealed God’s 
character to those to whom God has 
given him, for only those who in some 
sense already belong to the Father are 
capable of receiving the _ revelation. 
‘Now they know that everything that 
thou hast given me is from _ thee.” 
“This,’’ says Archbishop Temple “‘is the 
crucial recognition—not that Jesus is 
from God, which is the first state of 
Christian faith, but that (since this is 
so) what we find in him to love and to 
worship is in truth not his but the 
Father’s. The religious value of the 
doctrine of the Incarnation is not found 
in what it affirms concerning the his- 
torical figure, Jesus of Nazareth, but in 
what it affirms concerning the eternal 
God. When we know that all the grace 
and truth (1:14) which shine in Jesus 
Christ are shining through him from the 
Father, we begin to understand who and 
what God really is. All this is made 
possible through the fidelity with which 
the Son reproduces the mind and ac- 
tivity of the Father—‘for I have given 
them the words which thou gavest me’ 
and through the faith with which the 
disciples received that revelation—‘and 
they have received them and know in 
truth that I came from thee.’” Jesus 
prays first of all then that his disciples 
down through the ages may be kept true 
to this revelation of the divine char- 
acter. 

He prays second that they may be 
sanctified, i. e., consecrated to the serv- 
ice of God (17-19). 

He prays third that they may be 
united——‘‘that they may all be one; even 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be in us, so 
that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me.” The unity for which 
he prays is a spiritual unity, but a 
spiritual unity which must be_ given 
some visible expression: ‘‘that the world 
may believe that Thou didst send me.” 
Quarrels of Christians and of Christian 
bodies are a perpetual stumbling block 
to the world. On the other hand ‘“Chris- 
tian unity and love is a miracle, a con- 
quest of the resisting will of man, and 
therefore more convincing than a physi- 
cal miracle which is a conquest of un- 
resisting matter.’”’” In the early cen- 
turies the unbelieving world was forced 
to exclaim, ‘“‘See how these Christians 
love one another,” and it was this fact 
which helps to explain in large part the 
rapid growth of the Church. Today our 
divisions, our inability to cooperate 
more effectively, hinder the progress of 
the gospel. But there is new hope. All 
over the world Christians are drawing 
closer together. We are increasing our 
cooperative efforts in the local commu- 
nity, in the state, in the nation, in the 
world. 

“As though in preparation for such a 
time as this,” says Archbishop Temple, 
“God has been building up a Christian 
fellowship, which now extends into al- 
most every nation and binds citizens of 
them all together in true unity and 
mutual love. It is one of the great new 
facts of our time. Here is one great 
hope for the coming days. It is of 
urgent importance that we become 





aware of it, that we further it in every 
way open to us, and that through it, 
we take our part in providing for the 
spirit of Christ the agency by which he 
may transform the world.” 
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SILENCE. 
By Leslie D. Weatherhead. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, Nashville and New 
York, 1946.., 238 pp. Price, $2.00. 

This is a book of great sermons 
preached by the minister of London’s 
City Temple during the second World 
War. It is introduced with a preface in 
which the gallant and tragic story of 
his congregation from 1941 to 1945 is 
briefly but effectively given. This pre- 
face presents the setting in which the 
sermons were preached. The _ ser- 
mons include Is It Really Good to Be 
Alive?, Thou Shalt Love Thine Enemy, 
Why People Do Go to Church? Why 
Should I Read the Bible?, and more 
than a dozen others. 

Dr. Weatherhead’s style is conversa- 
tional but these sermons are not light 
reading. They are messages delivered 
to people who are conscious of being in 
the midst of a deep crisis and embody 
his proclamation of the eternal gospel 
in the midst of such a time. Preachers 
will find this volume of value as pre- 
senting the sermons of one of the great 
preachers of our time. All readers will 
find themselves confronted with an hon- 
est and sincere challenge of the Chris- 
tian faith. 





D. P. McGEACHY, JR. 
Clearwater, Fla. 


THE PRACTICE OF RELIGION. By 
Frederick C. Grant. The Macmillan Co., 
New York, 1946. 271 pp. $2.50. 

The thesis of this book is that “‘re- 
ligion is life controlled by the conscious- 
ness of God,”’ and that its worth will be 
discovered by all who “‘try it.” Both con- 
trol and consciousness can be culti- 
vated; control, by both struggle and re- 
laxation, and consciousness, chiefly by 
prayer. Thus the theoretical and the 
practical, the pastoral and the scholarly, 
are combined in a book that will be 
relished by the thoughtful layman as 
well as by the minister. 

In discussing some of the subjects of 
religious experience, the author dwells 
on ethics as the outgrowth of religion, 
on sin, not as crime, but as the wrong- 
ing of God, on freedom as the approach 
to being God-like, on suffering as a di- 
vine call, on the priest as only a lay- 
man through whom all laymen speak to 
God, on the church as the embodiment 
of diversity in unity, on mysticism as 
the heart of all true religion in spite 
of the fact that its outward forms are 
suited only to certain temperaments, 
and on faith in immortality as needing 
to be conditioned by ethical change in 
the believer. 

The book is warm and generally read- 
able, though the style is sometimes 
marred by long parentheses. The au- 
thor, professor of Biblical Theology at 
Union Seminary, New York, often rises 
to heights of real eloquence and of 
catholicity of insight, though at times 
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the Anglican and the pro-British are too 
much in evidence. 
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—named an individual, as trus- 
tee in your will, can you feel 
assured he will survive the 
trust? 


Over fifty years ago this Com- 
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welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 


i} quest. Profits are devoted to the 


Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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FELLOW IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

John H, Leith, pastor of Nashville’s 
Second Church, has been elected a fel- 
low of the National Council on Religion 
in Higher Education, an organization 
promoting competent scholarship in the 
field of religion. 


FRATERNAL DELEGATES 

W. Taliaferro Thompson, Union Semi- 
nary professor, was the fraternal dele- 
gate from his church to the Presbyterian 
USA General Assembly meeting in 
Atlantic City. 


Cc. Grier Davis, First church, Ashe- 
ville, N. C., was the fraternal delegate 
to the General Synod of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church. 


CHANGES 

C. K. Taffee, formerly of Ila, Ga., has 
been supplying the pulpit of the Second 
church, Huntington, W. Va. He will 
be in Huntington until July 1, after 
which he will be available as temporary 
supply to other churches. 

D. Mac Brown, Alta Vista, Va., has 
become student pastor at VPI, Blacks- 
burg, Va. 

Alton H. Glasure, Marietta, Ga., hag 
accepted a call to the First Church, St. 
Petersburg, Fla., as of June 1. Address: 
121 11th Ave., N. 

Charles G. Bruce, Shelbyville, Tenn., 
is the new pastor of First Church, Dan- 
ville, Ky. 

Dana Waters, Matthews, N. C., has 
been called to the Pryor Street Church, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


CUMBERLAND ASSEMBLY 

H, Kerr Taylor, Nashville, was sched- 
uled to represent the Presbyterian 
Church, US, at the General Assembly of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
meeting in Birmingham, June 12. Dr. 
Taylor was to speak at the pre-Assembly 
conference on “Sharing Christ in Our 
Community.” 


PREACHERS’ EXCHANGE 

Albert Kissling, Jacksonville, Fla., 
has been named as one of the American 
preachers who have accepted invitations 
to preach in Great Britain during the 
summer. 


ELECTED 

At the recent meeting of the Church 
Conference on Social Work in Buffalo, 
N. Y., James C. Faw, Richmond, Va., 
was elected a vice-president. 


HONORARY DEGREES 

Presbyterian College (S. C.): Alton 
H. Glasure, Marietta, Ga.; and Eugene 
T. Wilson, Atlanta, Doctors of Divinity. 

Westminster: Arnold H. Lowe, Min- 
neapolis, D. D. 

King College: Walter K. Keys, Blow- 
ing Rock, N. C., D. D. 
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WANT YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORKER 


Church of 350 members in college 
town of 12,000, near Richmond, Va., is 
in need of trained worker for young 
people. State in first letter experience, 
age, and salary expected. Reply, care 
Box AG, THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK. 





WANTED: Secretary to College Presi- 
dent—with ability, education and ex- 
perience. Large field of service. West- 
minster Service Bureau, 410 Urban 
Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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Christianity Needs Young People 


Who will go preach, teach, heal, 
serve—in the highways and byways, in 
every continent and the islands of the 
seas? Give your life to help build the 
foundations of peace in the postwar 
world. An education will prepare you 
for service. 


Presbyterian Juniur College 


Offers standard freshman and sopho- 
more courses leading to the Associate 
in Arts or Associate in Science degree; 
one- and two-year commercial courses; 
preparatory courses at 10th, llth and 
12th grade levels; aeronautics. Ex- 
service men may enter at any time. 
Write for catalog: Box B-7, Maxton, 
N. C. 








North Carolina 


PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and comme'cial subjects. 

Applications for 1946-1947 session should ve made nuw 

For catalogue. write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, 
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Davidson in the past 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Priority for Admission as follows: 
1. Veterans applying for readmission to Davidson 
2. Veterans who had planned to enter Davidson before joining armed 


3. Sons of Alumni and those from families who have sent students to 
Selective Scholarship Standards Applied Throughout 


Early Application Advised 
J. R. CUNNINGHAM, 


President 
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HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE 


HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, 


VIRGINIA 


BELIEVES IN A BROAD FOUNDATION 
FOR EVERY VOCATION 


ENCOURAGES THE INDIVIDUAL WORTH 


OF EACH STUDENT 


EMPHASIZES THE SUPREME CHALLENGE 
OF CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, PRESIDENT 
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The College of the Mississippi Valley 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
At Southwestern, ‘‘Education is more than a fact-finding 
experience, it is a life-building process.’’ 


For information and literature address 
The Registrar. 











